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Christine Kehoe donated these materials on January 3, 1999, to Lambda Archives of San
Diego.

PROCESSING INFORMATION

This collection was processed by Gabrielle Garcia as part of the 2020 CSL Project. This
project was guided by an overarching anti-racist framework that informs archival practice
in all aspects at Lambda Archives. Therefore, along with processing the collections
specified in the original narrative, we intentionally prioritize the collections of BIPOC
and Transgender members of the community to preserve and disseminate their narratives,
which have been historically ignored and suppressed in archives across the U.S.

This framework promotes transparency and accountability in our responsibility to those
in the LGBTQ+ community that have been historically underrepresented, misrepresented
and/or trivialized in archives. Our goals are to (a) gain or rebuild trust with BIPOC
members of the community; (b) more fully reflect the community’s diversity; (c)
outwardly recognize the contributions that BIPOC have made which have enabled the
community, as a whole, to flourish; and (d) improve the discoverability of these under-
acknowledged histories to increase their engagement for varying purposes within the
community and for research and public knowledge.

EXTENT

Number of containers: 5
Linear feet of shelf space: 4

ABSTRACT

BIOGRAPHY OR HISTORY

Christine Kehoe is an American politician from San Diego, CA. Born in Troy, New York
in 1950, she has been active as an openly LGBTQ+ elected official and a prominent



supporter of equal rights for all. In addition to her service as an elected official, Kehoe
has a long history of activism and leadership in San Diego’s communities. Kehoe became
active in politics around 1978 when she started to volunteer with the Center for Women’s
Studies and Services in San Diego. She then held the position of editor for the San Diego
Gayzette from 1984-1986 and served as the San Diego County Chair for the San Diego
Says: No to Prop 64 Campaign also known as the Lyndon LaRouche AIDS
discrimination initiative. This campaign fought to restore AIDS to the state list of
communicable diseases. She then took the position of Coordinator for the San Diego
AIDS Assistance Fund, which she held for 1987-1989. During that time she also started
to work on Neil Good’s City Council Campaign as the day-to-day manager in 1987. She
cites Good’s campaign as the strongest influence on her run in the 1993 City Council
race. From 1988-1989 Kehoe was the Executive Director for the Hillcrest Business
Association.

Throughout Kehoe’s long history as a leader in the LGBTQ+ community, many of her
efforts focused specifically on San Diego Pride. In 1989, after years of Pride turmoil, she
helped to form the Pride 15/20 committee. Kehoe became a co-chair, along with Scott
Fulkerson, and together they instituted responsible budgeting, accounting, and staffing.
She continued to serve of the Lesbian and Gay Pride Council until 1991. Kehoe laid the
foundation for the organization today.

From 1989 to 1992, Kehoe worked as a City Council aide for John Hartley. During that
time she handled transportation and land use issues as well as worked for the passage of
the Human Dignity Ordinance and the establishment of the Human Relations
Commission. From there Kehoe was hired by Evonne Schulze and spent a few months
working in the district office of Mike Gotch. She then spent about six months working for
the City of San Diego in the Economic Development Division. Starting in June 1993,
Kehoe launched a full-time campaign for the 3rd District seat in the City Council of San
Diego, running against Evonne Schulze.

Christine Kehoe was the first openly gay person elected to the City Council of San Diego
in San Diego County on November 2, 1993. She was re-elected in 1996 after winning
70% of the vote. Kehoe ran on platforms that promoted innovative police and citizen
partnerships as well as revitalization of older, diverse neighborhoods in the third district
she represented. In 1997, she was appointed to the California Coastal Commission where
she advanced legislation for greater environmental protections for California’s natural
resources. She also expanded public access to California’s shoreline. She was a member
of this Commission from 1997-2000. She also served as chair of the Public Safety and
Neighborhood Services Committee, and led efforts to improve and beautify San Diego,
reduce street crime, and improve recreational opportunities for families. As City
Councilmember, she facilitated a decrease in crime in her district by initiating a
public/private partnership that built a community center housing a library, a theater, and
Head Start classrooms in addition to other community services. She was also
instrumental in the construction of Interstate 15 after multiple prior delays. Kehoe was a
member of the Sierra Club, the National Organization for Women (NOW), National
Women's Political Caucus, Uptown Democratic Club, California Women in Government,
the San Diego Democratic Club, and the Women's Transportation Seminar. She was also



a member of the Board of Directors of the California Elected Women's Association for
Education and Research (CEWAER).

In 1998, Kehoe ran a strong but ultimately unsuccessful race for the U.S. House of
Representatives in the 49th U.S. Congressional district against incumbent Congressman
Brian Bilbray. She proceeded to win the primary election unopposed for the California
State Assembly with 61% of the vote. She was re-elected in 2002 and represented District
76 from December 4, 2000 to December 6, 2004. During her time in the state legislature,
she served as the Assembly Speaker pro Tempore, only the second woman to hold that
title and she was the founding chair of the LGBT Legislative Caucus. She was one of five
openly LGBT members of the California State Legislature, alongside Senator Mark Leno
(D—San Francisco) and Assemblymembers Tom Ammiano (D—San Francisco), Toni
Atkins (D-San Diego) and John Pérez (D-Los Angeles). The caucus was established to
champion legislation that advances equality and the rights of LGBT Californians. Its
members have introduced and passed numerous measures related to gay rights. The
caucus sponsors an annual LGBT Pride Exhibit every June and presents the LGBT Pride
Recognition Awards to outstanding Californians.

Kehoe is a relentless fighter for civil rights. She called hearings on the City's Equal
Opportunity Ordinance to provide stronger protections for women, successfully led
efforts to enact domestic partner benefits for city employees and provided major grant
funding to strengthen the San Diego LGBT Community Center. As a legislator, Kehoe
worked to ensure that San Diego received its share of state funding for essential
programs. She secured more than $12 million for the San Diego River, which is being
used to restore wetlands and wildlife habitat and improve water quality. She also acquired
almost $1 million for improvements at Balboa Park. As an Assemblymember, Kehoe
wrote legislation forming the San Diego River Conservancy; designating the portion of
State Route 163 that runs through Balboa Park as a Historic Parkway; and outlawing
unsolicited fax advertisements. She responded to California’s energy crisis by writing
legislation to increase energy supplies and fight higher energy prices. Her actions were
part of a legislative effort to create the largest, most aggressive conservation effort ever
launched in the United States.

Following her work in the State Assembly, Kehoe continued on to the California State
Senate to succeed Dede Alpert in the 39th District. She represented this district from
December 6, 2004, to December 3, 2012. She was unable to run for re-election in 2012
due to term limits. During her tenure in the State Senate, Kehoe served on a number of
different committees. From 2009-2010, Kehoe served on the following committees:
Appropriations (Chair), Banking Finance and Insurance, Energy Ultilities and
Communications, Local Government, Natural Resources and Water, Transportation and
Housing, and Joint Legislative Budget Committee — California Legislature. In 2011-
2012, Kehoe served on the following committees: Appropriations (Chair), Subcommittee
on Fiscal Oversight and Bonded Indebtedness (Chair), Arts Committee, Banking and
Financial Institutions, Emergency Management Committee — California Legislature
(Chair), Energy/ Utilities/ Communications, Environmental Quality Committee —
California State Senate, Fisheries and Aquaculture Committee — California Legislature,



Governance and Finance Committee — California Senate, Natural Resources and Water
Committee — California Senate, Rules Committee — California Legislature, and
Transportations and Housing Committee — California Senate.

As a Senator, Kehoe has established herself as an environmental leader and dedicated
“good government” advocate. In 2006, she sponsored a crucial redevelopment reform
bill, the most important in more than a decade. Following the 2007 wildfires in Southern
California, she drafted a handful of bills to protect homeowners, compensate local
governments for their wildfire fighting costs, and prevent the spread of future blazes. She
also pushed through reforms to the San Diego County Regional Airport Authority,
strengthened the San Diego River Conservancy, and protected open spaces in the City of
San Diego.

Kehoe lives in San Diego’s North Park neighborhood with her partner Julie Warren.

COLLECTION SCOPE AND CONTENT

The collections consists of three box cartons and two document cases with materials
pertaining to Christine Kehoe’s campaigns for San Diego City Council in 1993, San
Diego City Council re-election in 1996, 49th District House of Representatives in 1998,
and California State Assembly in 2000 as well as a large amount of financial documents
related to political office and campaigns. These materials include mailers, flyers,
pamphlets, office files, volunteer rosters, nominating petitions, articles, notes, personal
and official correspondence (letters and emails), reports and research, guidebooks, press
releases, newsletters, financial forms and reports, meeting notes and agendas, and more.

ARRANGEMENT

This collection consists of 5 boxes divided into 3 series and 4 sub-series:

e Series I: Political Campaigns [Box 1 - Box 4]
o Sub-series I: 1993 San Diego City Council [Box 1 - Box 2]
o Subseries II: 1996 San Diego City Council Re-election [Box 3]
o Subseries I1I: 1998 49th District House of Representatives [Box 3 - Box 4]
o Subseries [V: 2000 California State Assembly [Box 4]

e Series II: Finances [Box 4]

e Series III: Miscellanea [Box 5]

SEPARATED MATERIAL
In this field, list any materials that have been removed from the collection and transferred
to another collection, department (e.g., the library), or institution.

1. Photos
a. P149-P151 (box 3)

2. Cassette tapes
a. C218-C219 (box 10)



3. T-shirts

a. T340-T342 (box 16)
4. Videos

a. V0664-V0665

b. V0668-V0670
5. Buttons:

a. Z0336-70343 (box 2, Tray 1C)

b. Z0344-70351 (box 2, Tray 1D)
70352-70361 (box 2, Tray 1E)
70362-70371 (box 1, Tray 3A)
70372-70375 (box 1, Tray 3B)
70376-720379 (box 1, Tray 3A)
70380-20381 (box 1, Tray 3B)
70382-70395 (box 1, Tray 2H)
70396-720414 (box 1, Tray 2I)

j.  Z0415 (box 1, Tray 1F)
6. Photo negatives:

a. F001-009
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SUBJECTS

Christine Kehoe, Brain Bilbray, politics, political campaigns, political conventions,
bills/propositions, voting, political parties, fundraising, government, city government,
federal government, state government, education, health, healthcare
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LOCATION NOTE

C.1033-C.10.3.4

LANGUAGES
English
CONTAINER LIST
Box | Folder | Description Date(s)
1 1 Campaign 1993 1993
I |2 Ephemera 1993 1993
1 3 Mailers, Flyers, Pamphlets 1993 1993
1 4 Office Files: Call Cards, Schedules, and more 1993 |1993
1 5 Office Files: Call Cards, Schedules, and more 1993 |1993
2 1 Volunteer Rosters 1993 1993
2 |2 Drafts for Mailers 1993 1993
2 |3 Nominating Petitions 1993
3 |1 Call/Donor Lists 1994-1996 1994-1996
3 2 Election Results March 17, 1996 1996
3 |3 Debate/Speech Notes 1998 1998
3 |4 Kehoe Mailers 1998 1998
3 15 Education Issues 1998 1998
3 1|6 Health Issues 1998 1998
3 |7 American Israel Public Affairs Committee 1998
(AIPAC) Briefing Book
3 |8 Legislative Campaign Materials 1998 1998
3 19 Prop 226, 1998 1998
3 10 Research and Finance Agenda 1998 1998
3 11 Campaign Finances 1998 1998
3 12 Campaign Finances 1998 1998




3 (13 Calling LISTS 1997-1998 1997-1998
3 (14 Survey, Survey Results, Election Results 1997- 1997-1998
1998
3 |15 Democratic National Committee and Democratic | 1998
organization materials 1998

3 16 Personal Correspondence 1998 1998

3 17 Official Correspondence 1998

3 18 Clippings 1998 1998

3 19 Clippings 1998 1998

3 120 Clippings 1998 1998

3 |21 Clippings: Local Issues 1997-1998 1997-1998
3 (22 Press Book 1997-1998 1997-1998
3 123 House of Representatives Voting Records 1998

4 |1 Bilbray Biographical Information 1998

4 |2 Bilbray Mailers and Flyers 1998

4 |3 Bilbray Correspondence 1998

4 14 Bilbray Finance 1998

4 |5 Bilbray Clippings 1998

4 |6 Bilbray Records/Biographical 1998

4 |7 Bilbray Records/Biographical 1998

4 |8 Bilbray Records/Biographical 1998

4 {9 Bilbray Records/Biographical 1998

4 110 Ephemera 1998 1998

4 11 State Assembly Campaign Materials 2000 2000

4 12 Dene Oliver Event June 13, 2000 2000

4 13 Democratic Caucus 2002 2002

4 (14 Finance Forms 1996-2002 1996-2002
4 15 Finance Forms 1999-2000 1999-2000
4 16 Finance Forms 2001 2001

4 17 Finance Forms 2001-2002 2001-2002
4 18 Finance Forms 2001-2004 2001-2002
4 19 Finance Forms: 2002-2004 2002-2004




20 Finance Forms: 2002-2004 2002-2004

21 Finance Forms: 2003 2003

1 Pamphlet for San Diego Business Community 2003
Vision 2003

2 “Valuing Differences” Event June 17-19 and 1992
August 13-15, 1992

3 Professional Appoint Book

4 Visitors’ Register Book 1993-1996 1993-1996

5 2 Petitions-In-Lieu-of Nominating Free Statement
and Affidavit of Nominee

6 Strong Associates’ Report: An Analysis of Land 1998

Use, Fiscal, Transportation, Environmental, and
Health Impacts of the Rural Heritage Watershed
Initiative San Diego County 1998




